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The Ponoka Stampede Youth Foundation is a charitable not for profit organization. The 
mission of the Ponoka Stampede Youth Foundation is to "support the youth of 
tomorrow academically in the pursuit of further educationò. We believe that there is no 
better gift than education. We recognize that for the young people to be successful in 
life they need an education, whether itôs a college degree or a journeyman's certificate. 
The Ponoka Stampede Youth Foundation and its programs depend on the people who 
believe in us and share our vision.  
 
We would like to reward the youth of tomorrow for their academic achievements and 
pursuit of further post-secondary education by having scholarships available based on 
their achievements.  
 
A wise man once said, "that a piece of paper is not that heavy to carry around and you 
never know when it might come in handy." 

 
 
 
 
 

Ponoka Stampede Youth Foundation 
Board of Directors 
 

Dr. Gary Harbin - Chairman  
Ph# 403-783-1131 
Email: gdharbin@gmail.com 
 
Jim Harbidge - Vice President  
Ph# 780-991-4536 
Email: jim.harbidge@merial.com 
 
Connie Pugh - Secretary / Treasurer 
Ph# 403-783-9894 
Email: pugh_connie@yahoo.ca 
 
Brenda Vold - Director 
Ph# 403-783-6279 
Email: bvold@shaw.ca 

 
 

Joe Dodds - Director 
Ph# 403-783-0711 
Email: jddodds@xplornet.com 
 
Bruce Harbin - Director 
Ph# 403-704-0335 
Email: bharbin@telus.net 
 
Terry Jones - Director 
Ph# 403-783-0963 
Email: jboys2@telus.net  
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The Ponoka Stampede is the largest 7 Day Canadian Professional Cowboy 
Association Approved Rodeo and one of the Top 10 rodeos in the world. The best 
cowboys and cowgirls in North America travel to the Ponoka Stampede to compete on 
the finest rodeo stock for over a half a million dollars in prize money. The Ponoka 
Stampede is much more than simply an event and a tourist attraction. It is, more than 
anything else, a continuing statement of our Western Heritage. The mission of our 
organization is to preserve our western heritage and values by providing and 
facilitating recreation and education for our Alberta youth. The fourteen directors with 
their accumulated experience of 225 years staging this event as well as the hundreds 
of volunteers are an excellent example of this. 

Year after year, tens of thousands of loyal fans come to Ponoka during the July 
1st weekend, to enjoy what many consider to be, the best rodeo action and 
entertainment in Canada. The Stampede began in 1936, as a single day event, and 
has grown to become a 7 day show, featuring Chuckwagon races, beer gardens, 
dances, concerts, parades, midway and of course, all of the traditional rodeo events. 
The Ponoka Stampede is more than just a Rodeo, itôs an eighty-year-old tradition that 
continues to endure, becoming a bigger and better show each year. 

The staging of the Stampede is a total community effort, involving countless hours of 
volunteer time.  Ponoka residents are justifiably proud of the high quality, action 
packed show. There are fourteen volunteer directors on the Ponoka Stampede 
Association Board. Over 700 volunteers donate more than 3,000 hours during the 7-
day event.  Thirty local community organizations assist with the event and raise tens of 
thousands of dollars for their use.  

The Ponoka Stampede Association has been awarded the Canadian Association Pro 
Rodeo Committee of the Year for the past 10 years.  

 


